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Minutes of Meeting of the
REGIONAL CCMMITTEE FOR TERRITORIAL ASSISTANCE

August 26, 1977

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

Chairman Renda opened the first meeting of the camnittee bywelctig
the members and giv5ng a brief report on the genesis of the Ccmmittee.
A discussion followed concemtig the ccmprison of the functions of
this ccmmittee with those of the Washington canmittee of Interagency
Territorial Assistance. It was pointed out that the primary purpose
of the Washington ccmmittee is to provide coordination at the policy
level while the Regional committee will be primarily responsible for
coordination and implementation of field operations and programs.

The Chaimnan also noted that the former TTPI/NMI transition subcommittee
of the Western Federal Regia@, Council (WFRC) has been or wilJ be
abolished in view of the creation of our canmittee. We wiJJ.,however,
continue to work closely with WFRC on matters of mutual concern.

The Ccxnmittee’sattention was called to the fact that unlike the limited
scope of the WFRC subcommittee, our canmittee will cover federal activities
in all of the U.S. Pacific territories: American Samoa, Guam, and the
Trust Territories of the Pacific Islands (including the Northern Mariana
Islsnds).

Comittee members were introduced and those who had not previously
received one were furnished with a.COPY of a basic briefing or reference
book on the Pacific territories which was prepared by the Chaizznan. A
list of attendees is attached.

OBJECTIVES OF COMMITTEE

General.discusion concerning a definition of the committee objectives
followed and the committee agreed that our objectives should be:

1. Coordination of territorial Federal programs.
.

2. Surface and resolve program related issues.

3. Effect-interagency exchange of data and information ofmutud
interest or concern.

4. Identify and establish proper channels of communication and
authority with the Pacific territories.

5. Respond to requests for assistsmce frmn the territories.
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6. Keep”theInterior Office of Territorial Affairs and the
Washington Ccxnmitteefor Interagency Territorial Assistance
advised concerning issues and problems.

COMMITTEE PROCEDURES

The Canmittee discussed several altexmative approaches to accunpli-g
the above objectives. It was finalLy decided that & should set only ,

temporq procedures at this time until we have obtained more information I

as to the ~ct nature of the problas and issues with which we will be
dealing . Accordingly, the Camnittee agreed to adopt the following
temporary procedures:

1.

2.

3=

4.

5.

The best approach for dealing with specific problems appears
to be the creation of subcommittees which wiU. permit the
utilization of staff with subsequent recanmendatioIlsto”the
committee;

The ~an will act as liaison with the office of Territorial ““
Affairs and the Washington Ccmmittee;

All ccmmittee members will immediately institute a procedure
within their respective Departments wherein the Chainman wi12
be notified by carbon copy or otherwise of travel, programs,
grants, and other matters dealtig with the territories. The
Chaiman will effect subsequent distribution of such infomnation
as appropriate;

The Chaimsn emphasized that in order to be effective each
cczmgitteemember wiJJ.be expected, in most matters, to have
broad authority to speak and make commitments for the Dep*-
ment or agency represented by the cunmittee member;

=itisJ2y, the camnittee will hold bi-monthlymeettigs unless
sooner called by the Chsixman.

ACTIONS BY CCMMITTE.E

Ccxnpilationof Federal Programs:

It was agreed that a compilation of current active federal programs in the
territories, as well as those authorized but not active, is essential for
the Ccxnmittee’sfuture actions. In this regard, the Chaizman informed the
committee that Interior is under a Congressional mandate to mske a compre-
hensive compilation of all Federal programs available to the territories. ~..
This compilation is to include: (1) what Federal progrsms are now avail-
able to each territory, including those h the Atl~tic as we~ as the
Pacific; (~])what Drotzraznswotid be of benefit to each territory if mad-e
available;
to improve the
estimated cost

.-
what changes or modifications of each program should be made
effectiveness and operation of each program; and, (4) the
of each program~:-=!.
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Interior has not yet determined how to accanplish this request, by staff
or contract. lt ~~ be at least 6.8 months before it is canpleted.

The Ccmmittee felt that we could not await the hterior report and that
we should obtain such information as pertains to the Pacific territories
as may be readily available without extensive research. The Chaixman,

therefore, designated a subcommittee to obtain such data for the ccrnmittee.-
Mr. Thanpson ofEPA.was given me ~ship of the subcamnittee which

also includedB13W and SEA.

,,..” ... .‘...

The ~ogrsm Canpilation Subcommittee was “theninstructed to prepare and
distribute to cmmittee members a-questionnaire seeking to obtain informa-
tion on current active progrsms as we~ as inactive but authorized pro- “
grsms. The exact content of the questionnaire was left to the discretion
of the subcommittee but they were directed to schedule their actions so
that a report could be presented to the ccxnmitteeby its next meeting.

Specific Problem Areas:

Each committee member was requested to direct a letter to the Chaixman
by October 17, 1977, identi&ing the major problan aieas in their
territorial progrsms which they believe should be addressedby the
ccmmittee.

Report on Briefing of Washington Cmmittee:

The Chaixman gave a report on the August meeting of the Washington ccmmittee.
He summarized the presentations by Interiorofficials and furnished infomna-
tion on current activities concerning the territories. For infozznational
purposes, a copy of the presentation in Washington byMs. Ruth G. Van Cleve,
Director, Office of Temitorial Affairs, is attached.

Contact with the Territories:

The Committee discussed the question of how and when the committee should
mske contact with the territories to advise them of our existence and to
open avenues of communication. It was decided that we should firzt of all
~ct our committee established and have a better idea of how wc arc to pro-
ceed before we offer our assistance to the territories. Consequently, it
was decided to devote our first few meetings to organizational matters and
to postpone extending invitations to territorial representatives until the
first meeting of the ccming calendar year.

Next Meeting:
-.

The next meeting of the committee was scheduled for October 26, 1977, at” -
10:00 a.m. in the Federal Building in San Francisco. The Chainmn will
obtain a conference roan and wiJd.adtise the cmmittee thereof, along

--
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with a suggested agenda, prior to the meeting. (The roan has just been

obtained; it wilJ be the Park Service‘s conference roan, mm number 14217).

The first meeting of the ccxmnitteewas adjourned.
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List of Attendees

REGIONAL COMMI- FOR TERRI~_ ASSENCE
A~st 26, 1977

DEPAR= Ol?THE INTERIOR

.
. . ..ChxFlesR. R=*s., ~.. : .. ,”.”.. ,’.: .,. .; ... :., . .,:.-i

,-... l?alphG. -

ACTION

DEPAR- OF AGRICUL-

LOW~ Pan.neu
Dennis SteWart
Jack Boozer

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION

Tan Marker

DEPAR- OF COmR~

M- Dee BeaJ.1

COMMUNITY SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

Stan AIJ.en

IINvR?oNMENTALPROTECTION AGENCY

Jsmes E. Thanpson

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINIS~TION

Tan Harmon
Aki Nakao

DEPAR= OF HEALTH, EDUCATION AND WELFARE

None

DEPAR- OF HOUSING AND URBAN DETELO-T

-.

Calvin Lew
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DEPAR= OF LABOR

George A. Johnson

SMALL BUSINESSADMINISTRATION

Charles R. Hertzberg .
Lawrence Wodarsti

.,,

DEPAR- OF TRANSPOR~TION

LT. Dennis L . Bry=t > mm

VETERANS ADMINIS~TION

Robert F. Welch

tisIZIUi‘tiEfi REGIOl& COtiCti

Alan M. Raznick
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